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the point; that furthermore, even though he be just, he is
not also allowed to bear witness to the payment of the gakat.

1 If the property owner has suspicion about the proper
disbursement of his zakat and asks -to watch the collector
disburse it, the collector is not obliged to grant his request,
because by paying it to the collector the property owner be-
comes free from his zakat obligation, and therefore should
the collector ask him to be present at the disbursement of
the zakat he is not obliged to do so.

The collector is not allowed to receive bribes or gifts
from the property owners, for the Prophet said: "The gifts
of the collectors are a case of fraud ".

If the collector appears to have been unfaithful (khi-
yanah) the right to remedy the evil belongs to the imam
and not to the property owners. In this case the bene-
ficiaries do not have a right of action, but as " persons in
need " (tazallwm dhawu al-hajat) they may lodge a com-
plaint with the proper authorities. They are, however,
barred from testifying against the collector because of the
suspicion attaching to them. As regards the testimony of
the property owners against the collector, if it relates to the
collection of zakat from them it is not admissible, but if it
relates to the disbursement of zakat to others than its bene-
ficiaries it is admitted.

According to the Hanifites, if the Moslem or dhimmi a
traders who pass the fashirs claim that they do not owe
zakat or toll on their goods, either because the year has not
elapsed or the goods are not articles of trade, or because

1 Mawardi, pp. 214-7.

2 The dhimmi traders are treated by the 'ashirs exactly like the Mos-
lem traders, excepting the case where the dhimmis claim themselves
to have disbursed the tax to its beneficiaries.   This is because the toll
levied on the dhimmis is not sakdt but a regular tax disbursed by the
state itself.   The harbi traders are treated in a different way, as will be
explained in the next section on the 'Ashirs.